
BEST OF FRIENDS GIFT SHOP

ANNIVERSARY SALE

TWO DAYS ONLY!

Friday, Nov.18 & Saturday Nov. 19
11AM TO 6PM

Your downtown shop for unique gifts

10% Off Regular Merchandise
PLUS 50% OFF Clearance Table

GREAT USED BOOKS! 
Check the Buy One/Get One Free Table

Find us in the lobby of the Millennium Library at
Donald & Graham

Phone: 204-947-0110
www.friendswpl.ca                                                              

2016-2017 Board of Directors
President - Kathy Blight
Past President - Billie Stewart
Secretary - Heather Graham
Treasurer - Brenda Greenberg
Fall Book Sale - Chair, Billie Stewart
Membership and Donations - Acting 
Chair, Kathy Blight
Spring Books and Brunch - Chair, vacant
Communications - Bill Zuk
Social Media Coordinator - Lori Ebbitt
Volunteer Coordinator - Janice Chance
Members-at-Large - Rori Bruce, Trudy 
Hansford, Luba Harasym
Best of Friends Gift Shop - Acting Chair, 
Kathy Blight
Newsletter Editor - Heather Graham
WPL Liaison - Theresa Lomas

On August 5, 2016 
Rick Walker retired 
from his position as 
Manager of Library 
Services, a role he held 
for the last 18 years 
of his almost 34-year 
career with Winnipeg 
Public Library.   At 

his retirement party, I was pleased to speak on behalf 
of the Friends, to share examples of the many ways he 
supported our organization.  Rick and I first met in 1982 
when, as a new Library and Information Science grad, he 
joined Henderson Library staff as our Reference Librarian.  
(I was the Area Manager.)

Since 1998, during his tenure as Manager of Library 
Services, Rick and staff have established a cooperative, 
collaborative environment for the Library and Friends 
to work together.  To support the Library in achieving its 
goals, we provide funding for special programs and for 
other initiatives proposed in Library staff wish lists, and 
suggest other ways in which we might help.   

Rick’s typical response to our own proposals was “Sure - 
no problem”.  For example, that was his response when 
asked – as one of our early fundraising ideas – if we could 

Rick Walker by Heather Graham

set up a modest café in the Centennial Library lobby, by 
providing three tables, chairs and vending machines. 

As a further example of his confidence in us, during 
the planning for the Millennium Library, he invited the 
Friends to set up a gift shop in the lobby.  This has 
been a collaborative and mutually beneficial project for 
which Library and City personnel have been extremely 
accommodating, especially when working through the 
planning stages with Friends’ Shop project leaders Susan 
Fraser and Maureen Taunton.

Although there are many more examples of the Library’s 
assistance during Rick’s tenure, I’ll share one more.  When 
we needed more space than individual members’ garages 
could accommodate, to store donated used books for our 
annual sale, Rick and staff provided space at St. James 
Library where volunteers collect, sort and pack books; 
and donors are encouraged to drop off books for us at any 
branch.

To acknowledge Rick’s support during those 18 years, at 
our annual meeting in April we recognized his graciousness, 
wise counsel, facilitation and innovation…and more 
recently, awarded him a lifetime Friends’ membership. We 
hope to take advantage of his skills and expertise, perhaps 
even as a board member!

FRIENDS DAY BOOK CLUB
…meets on the 2nd floor of the Millennium Library at 

10:15 a.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.

Here are the books for the fall session:

October 11:
44 Scotland Street

by Alexander McCall Smith
November 15:

The Illegal
by Lawrence Hill

December 6:
The Rosie Project
by Graeme Simsion

Friends of the Winnipeg Public Library
251 Donald Street, Winnipeg, MB  R3C 3P5
204-488-3217    info@friendswpl.ca
www.friendswpl.ca

of the Winnipeg Public Library

TOO MANY
BOOKS?

We’ll help! We gather good used books year round for the 
Friends Fall Book Sale. CDs, DVDs & LPs are needed too.  Your 
gently used books will be welcomed and recycled into another 
loving home. Clearly label your box or bag:

“FRIENDS”
Then drop off at the Winnipeg Public Library Branch nearest you

We cannot use the following:  Textbooks.  Professional books 
(accounting, law, medicine etc.).  Encyclopedias unless 1920s or older.   
Computer, business & finance books older than 5 years. Magazines 
(exceptions: history, Anna, gourmet, décor, art & design). Reader’s Digest 
Condensed. Discarded library books.  

If needed, we can pick up larger donations, which must be packed in 
sturdy boxes – size & weight manageable for the average adult.  Phone us 
at 204-488-3217.

www.friendswpl.ca

Watch for our Fall Book Sale
 in October at Grant Park High School! 
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